
Paula and Klaus grew up 200 miles apart in Germany. As they 
sought an escape from the oppression of Nazi rule, they fell in 
love on a farm in Neuendorf, Germany, where they were 
learning agricultural skills. Newly wed, they were separated at 
the Auschwitz concentration camp. For more than two years 
they survived the horrors of camps and marches, not knowing 
if the other still lived. 

Klaus and Paula, May 1942. Paula’s 
friend kept this photograph during the 
war and gave it back to her in 1945.  
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By 1939, although they had not yet met, both Klaus and 
Paula decided they had to get out of Germany. Klaus joined 
a hachshara ( Jewish-run farm) in Neuendorf to learn 
agricultural skills that he hoped would make him a 
candidate for a visa to England. Klaus and Paula got 
workers’ permits, but they came too late: World War II had 
started when Germany invaded Poland in September 1939. 
Now escape was impossible. Paula joined the hachshara,  
met Klaus, and they began courting.

In the spring of 1942, the Nazis implemented �e Final 
Solution—the plan to exterminate all the Jews in Europe. 
Klaus’ parents wrote that they received an order to be 
deported to the East. �ey were subsequently killed in the 
Belzec death camp. Paula, whose father died several years 
earlier, found out that her mother was also murdered in the 
Belzec death camp and that her sister, Doris, was killed. 
Paula and her brother �eo, who emigrated to Australia 
before the war, were the only survivors in their family.

Surviving in      
Nazi Germany

Two years in Auschwitz
“�e cattle cars were waiting for us. �e armed SS 
soldiers pushed about 70 to 80 Jewish men, women 
and children into each car. We were going into the 
unknown. A�er a day and a half the door �nally 
opened. �ere was no farm, no city, nothing. We were 
surrounded by barbed wire,” said Klaus.

It was April 1943, and Klaus and Paula had arrived at 
Auschwitz. �ey were taken from the cars to a 
platform. Children, the elderly, and physically un�t 
men and women were taken to the gas chambers 
immediately. �e rest of the prisoners were now slave 
laborers.      

Klaus passed the initial selection. He was stripped 
naked, shaved head to toe, and tattooed 117033. 
Prisoners were tattooed so the Nazi command could 
keep track of inmates and sort them easily. Auschwitz 
was the only camp complex that did so. Klaus was in 
Auschwitz III, also known as Buna-Monowitz, and 
worked at the IG Farben factory. �e company paid 
the Nazis three marks a day, less than a dollar, for each 
slave laborer.

Jewish women from Subcarpathian Rus, who have been selected for forced labor at 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, march toward their barracks a�er disinfection and headshaving.
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Klaus’ �rst job was in the Cable Kommando, 
a group designated to be worked to death 
digging trenches. Klaus remembers, “If you 
were too weak, you were killed.” He survived 
for seven months and then was assigned to a 
work detail that bolted beams together 40 to 
50 feet in the air. It was less-strenuous work, 
but still very dangerous.

Paula also survived the initial selection. She 
was tattooed 42008 and assigned �rst to a 
work detail moving heavy stones around the 
camp, and then to a cleaning detail. Later, in 
the Auschwitz Munitions Factory Union 
Kommando, she measured metal 
cone-shaped pieces against a standard. She 
didn’t know that she was assuring the quality 
control of shell casings for Nazi 
ammunition.   

Every month or so there was another 
selection. “We had to march le� and right, 
backwards, forwards, as fast as we could. If 
you couldn’t follow orders or move around 
fast enough, if you were too weak and skinny 
to do another day’s work, you had to show 
your tattoo number and you were marked 
for the ovens,” said Klaus.

For Klaus and Paula, breakfast was one piece 
of dried bread and some substitute co�ee 
made of corn. Once a week they got a 
spoonful of jam. �e other daily meal was 
soup made of water and potato peels. Klaus 
weighed close to 165 pounds when he 
arrived at the camp—at liberation he 
weighed about 96 pounds. 

Klaus witnessed the execution of some 
prisoners who tried to escape. �e 
commandant of the camp warned everyone, 
“�e only way for you to escape from here is 
through the chimney.”

Final Days and Liberation
On January 18, 1945, sirens called everyone 
to roll call. “Everybody was given a double 
ration of dry bread and told to march. Here 
we were in our thin uniforms with wooden 
shoes. It was snowing,” said Klaus.

Paula and her group were forced to walk 
560 miles from Auschwitz to Ravensbrück, 
Germany, a women’s camp. Paula recollects, 
“Little by little, the SS disappeared. We also 
dropped out in small groups. When we 
reached a village, I hid with four other 
prisoners in an empty chicken coop.” �e 
next morning American troops came to  
the village.

Klaus and his group were marched to 
Gleiwitz, then moved by cattle car to 
Mauthausen, and �nally arrived in 
Sachsenhausen. �ere were about 60 people 
in each cattle car at the beginning of the 
trip, and only 35 at the end. �e group was 
moved several more times. 

By the end of April, Klaus was in Mühldorf, 
Germany. He contracted typhus and was 
sent to the clinic. “We would lie there, no 
medication, all they could give us was water, 
just waiting to die,” Klaus recalls.  

On May 2, 1945, Klaus heard people 
outside the camp shouting in English. It was 
the U.S. Army. Klaus recalls the Americans 
shared chocolate, bean soup, nuts, and 
meat—whatever they had—with the 
survivors. Some prisoners were so 
malnourished that their impaired systems 
could not bear normal food and they died. 
Klaus could only drink juice.

Reunited
Paula and Klaus in Fürth, Germany, 
September 1946.
Collection of Klaus and Paula Stern

It took Paula six weeks, until the middle of June, to 
get back to Arnstadt, where she and Klaus had 
promised to meet. �ey had been apart for 28 
months, and Paula did not know if Klaus was alive. 
�en she received a small scrap of paper with faint 
penciled letters that read, “Paula, I’m still alive. 
Please wait for me. I’m in a hospital in Bavaria. I’ll 
come as quick as I can.”

�e Final Solution almost achieved its goal. �e 
Nazis killed six million Jews—90 percent of the 
Jewish population of Germany, the Baltic countries, 
and Poland, and more than half the Jews in the rest 
of Europe and eastern Soviet republics. One-sixth 
of the murdered died at Auschwitz. Other 
non-Jewish Nazi victims at Auschwitz included 
homosexuals, Poles, Roma (Gypsies), and Soviet 
prisoners of war. To America

Paula and Klaus, 2007.
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In November 1946, the couple came to Seattle, sponsored 
by Klaus’ uncle, Dr. Herman Nossen. In Seattle, Klaus 
worked at Langendorf Bakeries for nearly 36 years. �ey 
had two children, Marion and Marvin. In 1959, Klaus 
went back to Germany to testify against the former 
commandant at Auschwitz III.

Klaus’ hospital certi�cate, issued by the U.S. Army 
a�er liberation.
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Klaus and his mother Hedwig Stern, c 1923.
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Paula, c 1928.
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“We were separated for 28 months. 
Paula didn’t know if I had survived.     
I didn’t know if she was alive.” 

Klaus and
 Paula

             Stern 

�e Sterns’ marriage license.
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On August 2, 1942, Klaus and Paula were married. Fearing for 
their future, the young couple agreed that if they were separated, 
they would meet in Paula’s hometown, Arnstadt, a�er the war. 
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Paula with her parents, 1928. 
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Klaus Stern was born on May 7, 1921, 
in Breslau, Germany (now Wroclaw, 
Poland). Klaus and his sister Renate 
grew up in Berlin. Paula Schaul was 
born on August 22, 1922, in Arnstadt, 
Germany. She had a brother and a 
sister, both much older. She dreamed of 
becoming a pediatric nurse.

Paula, Klaus, and their families su�ered 
from growing antisemitism in Nazi 
Germany in the 1930s. Many 
organizations requested that Klaus’ 
father not renew his memberships with 
them. Klaus was expelled from trade 
school. A�er Kristallnacht, Paula’s 
family was forced to move out of the 
apartment where they had lived for 30 
years because other tenants “did not 
want to share the apartment house with 
Jews,” according to the landlord.   


