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Studying the Holocaust through Primary Sources  
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 !ƭƛŎƛŀΥ aȅ {ǘƻǊȅ 

Appleman-Jurman, Alicia.  !ƭƛŎƛŀΥ aȅ {ǘƻǊȅΦ  New York: Bantam 

Books, 1988. 

The autobiography of Alicia who at age 13 escapes her capturers, 

encounters other refugees and occasionally finds safe-harbor. 

Alicia rescued other Jews, led them to safety and lent them her 

courage and hope. This is a tale not only of survival but of active 

resistance to oppression. (Nonfiction)  

1 

 !ƭƭ .ǳǘ aȅ [ƛŦŜ 

Weissmann-Klein, Gerda. !ƭƭ .ǳǘ aȅ [ƛŦŜΦ New York: Hill and 

Wang, 1957. 

A classic of Holocaust literature, this is the story of a young wom-

anΩs three years as a slave laborer of the Nazis and a three month 

forced winter march from Germany to Czechoslovakia that ends in 

a miraculous liberation. The ultimate lesson in humanity, hope 

and friendship. (Nonfiction)  

5 

 ¢ƘŜ !ǾŜƴƎŜǊǎΥ ! WŜǿƛǎƘ ²ŀǊ {ǘƻǊȅ 

Cohen, Rich. ¢ƘŜ !ǾŜƴƎŜǊǎΥ ! WŜǿƛǎƘ ²ŀǊ {ǘƻǊȅΦ NY: Alfred Knopf, 

2000.  

Abba Kovner, Vitka Kempner, Ruzka Korczak-comrades, lovers, 

friends. In the Lithuanian ghetto of Vilna, they were the heart of a 

breathtakingly courageous underground movement, and when 

the ghetto was liquidated, they fled to the forests and joined other 

partisans in continued sabotage and resistance. (Nonfiction) 
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 5Ǌȅ ¢ŜŀǊǎ 

Tec, Nechama.  5Ǌȅ ¢ŜŀǊǎΥ ¢ƘŜ {ǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŀ [ƻǎǘ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘΦ Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 1982. 

A young Jewish girl is passed from one Christian family to another 

in wartime Poland. She must learn to άpassέ as a Christian herself. 

(Nonfiction)  
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CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ǎƘŜǎ ƻŦ {ƻōƛōƻǊ 

Blatt, Thomas, Toivi. CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ǎƘŜǎ ƻŦ {ƻōƛōƻǊΥ ! {ǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ {ǳǊǾƛǾŀƭΦ  Illinois: 

Northwestern Univ. Press, 1997.  

Blatt provides a glimpse into Jewish life through the eyes of twelve year old 

boy in Poland, followed by his separation from his family, six months in the 

Sobibor death camp, taking part in a successful uprising and finally five years 

eluding Nazis and anti-Semitic nationalists. (Nonfiction) 
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Lƴ aȅ IŀƴŘǎΥ aŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ wŜǎŎǳŜǊ 

Armstrong, Jennifer. Lƴ aȅ IŀƴŘǎΥ aŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ wŜǎŎǳŜǊΦ 

Random House ChildrenΩs Books, 1999. 

A true account of a young nursing studentΩs WWII experience in Poland who 

singlehandedly saved the lives of 16 people. (Nonfiction) 
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 aŀǳǎ L 

Spiegelman, Art. aŀǳǎ LΥ ! {ǳǊǾƛǾƻǊΩǎ ¢ŀƭŜΦ New York: Pantheon Books, 1973. 

Spiegelman tells the story of a father who survived in Nazi Poland and his son 

who tries to come to terms with his familyΩs past. A novel, a documentary, a 

memoir, and a comic book. (Nonfiction) 
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 bŀȊƛ IǳƴǘŜǊǎ 

Bascomb, Neal. ¢ƘŜ bŀȊƛ IǳƴǘŜǊǎΦ Arthur A. Levine Books, 2013.  

The story of what happened between the end of World War II disappearance 

of Adolf Eichmann and his capture sixteen years later. (Nonfiction) 
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bƛƎƘǘ 

Wiesel, Elie. bƛƎƘǘΦ New York: Bantam Books, 1960. 

A novel which more closely resembles an autobiography, traces the life of 

the author at the age of 15 through his year spent in four concentration 

camps. A pious teenager racked with guilt at having survived while his family 

did not. (Nonfiction) 
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hǘƘŜǊ ±ƛŎǝƳǎ 

Friedman, Ina R. hǘƘŜǊ ±ƛŎǝƳǎΥ CƛǊǎǘ-tŜǊǎƻƴ {ǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ bƻƴ-WŜǿǎ tŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜŘ 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ bŀȊƛǎΦ New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1990. 

Friedman has compiled first-person narratives of survival and heroism,. The 

stories show how the war machine singled out for persecution ethnic, racial, 

religious, and lifestyle groups. (Nonfiction) 
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hǘƘŜǊ ±ƛŎǝƳǎ ό.ƻƻƪƭŜǘǎύ 

Each booklet focuses on one of the non-Jewish groups targeted by 

the Nazis – Handicapped, Homosexuals, Poles, JehovahΩs 

Witnesses, Roma & Sinti.  Created by the US Holocaust Memorial 

Museum. 

1 (5) 

 {ŀƭǾŀƎŜŘ tŀƎŜǎ 

Zapruder, Alexandra. {ŀƭǾŀƎŜŘ tŀƎŜǎΥ ¸ƻǳƴƎ ²ǊƛǘŜǊǎΩ 5ƛŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘΦ New Haven: Yale Univ. Press, 2004. 

This stirring collection of diaries written by young people during 

the Holocaust reflects a vast and diverse range of experiences—

some of the writers were refugees, others were hiding or passing 

as non-Jews, some were imprisoned in ghettos. (Nonfiction) 

1 

 ¢ƘŜ {ǳƴƅƻǿŜǊΥ hƴ ǘƘŜ tƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ [ƛƳƛǘǎ ƻŦ 

CƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ 

Wiesenthal, Simon. ¢ƘŜ {ǳƴƅƻǿŜǊΥ hƴ ǘƘŜ tƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ [ƛƳƛǘǎ 

ƻŦ CƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΦ NY: Schocken Books, 1976.  

A two part book. The first is a fictional account of a Jew taken 

from a death camp to a makeshift hospital and the bedside of a 

Nazi soldier who is seeking absolution from the Jew The second 

part is a symposium of responses is to the moral issue that 

remains with us to this day. (Fiction and Nonfiction) 
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 {ǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ƛƴ !ǳǎŎƘǿƛǘȊ 

Levi, Primo. {ǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ƛƴ !ǳǎŎƘǿƛǘȊΦ New York: Simon and Schuster, 

1996. 

A true literary work of art, this book is enrichment for high level 

readers. ά{ǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ƛƴ !ǳǎŎƘǿƛǘȊ is a mostly straightforward 

narrative, beginning with Primo Levi's deportation from Turin, 

Italy, to the concentration camp Auschwitz in Poland in 1943. Levi, 

then a 25-year-old chemist, spent 10 months in the 

camp.έ (Review by Michael J. Gross) (Nonfiction)  
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 ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ aǳǎǘ Yƴƻǿ 

Berenbaum, Michael. ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ aǳǎǘ YƴƻǿΦ Boston: Little, Brown 

and Co., 1993.  

This book tells the history of the Holocaust using photos and 

documents obtained from the United States Holocaust Memorial 

Museum. (Nonfiction) 
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WƻƘƴ wƻŎƪΩǎ tƘƻǘƻ !ƭōǳƳ - ¦ƴŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 1 

 

 

 

tŀǎǎǇƻǊǘ 1 

 tƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ .ƭŀƴƪŜǘ 1 

 {ƘƻŜ 1 

 tŀǎǎǇƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ [ƻŎŀƭ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ {ǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎ 

Short biographies of local Holocaust survivors featured in the 

Holocaust Center for HumanityΩs core exhibit.  
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[Poster] 

tƻǎǘŜǊ - .ŀŘƎŜǎ ƻŦ IŀǘŜ 1 

 

[Poster] 

 

 

tƻǎǘŜǊ - ¢ƛƳŜƭƛƴŜ 1 

 !ŎǝǾƛǘȅ - LŘŜƴǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ /ŀǊŘǎ όǎƳŀƭƭ ōƛƴŘŜǊύ 

Created by the USHMM. A full set of these cards, and additional 

identification cards are available here: 

https://www.ushmm.org/educators/teaching-materials/

identification-cards-and-personal-stories 

1 binder 

 

/ǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ .ƛƴŘŜǊ 

о-ǊƛƴƎ ōƛƴŘŜǊ containing resources, activities, and lesson plans 

for the materials in the trunk. 

1 binder 

 

CL[a{ 

The following films are available to watch online or on dvd by re-

quest:  άHeil Hitler: Confessions of a Hitler  Youth, ά άIΩm Still Here: 

Real Diaries of Young People Who Lived through the Holocaust,έ 

άOne Survivor Remembers,έ άPartisans: 10 Short Filmsέ and άWith 

My Own Eyes: Holocaust, Genocide, Today.έ  

 


